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2 minutes max 
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Presentation Notes
Human trafficking for those under 18 is any commercial sex act or and labor trafficking is working without pay and correct permits. Over the age of 18, human trafficking is any commercial sex act committed as a result of force fraud or coercion. The most common type we see is when work is done without pay being rendered for their work. We are going to focus on what human trafficking looks like in our region specifically. 
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Boys and GirlsOnly in big citiesAlways violent crimes 
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Common risk factors: history of neglect, addiction, homelessness, LGBTQ, developmental disabilities, mental health diagnosis, minors, history of trauma or severe abuse, seeking affection, love, friendship. In foster care the age is 11-13 (younger if its boys) avg age outside is 19 
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The process that traffickers use is not new. It is built into therapeutic models (correlate to this) Identifying: in normal life we are identifying someone who can be a potential friend, Essentially the beginning of this process is the same process we go through for making friends Isolation is done in such a way that it creates an affectionate bond with people. "I just care about you so much that I would never let that happen to you" etc. Developing an alliance with them. Start of abuse is where we see transaction begins



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because human trafficking is seen as these things, these individuals are not getting the services they need. Not being identified as being trafficked. Sometimes they are dismissed, overlooked etc. This impacts our clinical and medical services In trauma bonding the victim feels like they need to be the protector of their perpetrator
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Because of the beliefs that they have about themselves and their communities, it makes it harder to identify victims of human trafficking Victims of human trafficking often don't believe they are victims 
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Identifying.a victim of human trafficking is a little bit like doing an investigation. There will very rarely be someone who walks in and self-identifies. Your screening questions can't be like an interview, they have to be like a conversation. Anytime you do this like an interview, you're going to get canned answers. Your form may require you to find out if someone is pregnant and have they been pregnant. We can ask a question like, "have you ever experienced pregnancy? If so, how many and what were the outcomes?" asking this in a conversational way 
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Experiences repeated STDs and/or pregnancies Has bruises, scars, burns, and cuts—especially ones that are hiddenAppears fearful, anxious, or depressedPays cash and has no health insuranceLooks malnourishedBrings a third party who speaks for themShows signs of substance addiction or withdrawalAny involvement in sex work while underageMultiple or frequent pregnanciesPhysical evidence of sexual, vaginal, and rectal traumaInappropriate clothing for the age or time of dayUrinary tract infectionsBald patches where hair was pulled out Chronic back pain, muscle strains, and sprainsEvidence of untreated or treated sexually transmitted diseaseInappropriate interest or relationship with older menControlling a relationship with a partner or another personUnusual tattoos on the neck or lower back or other types of brandingSuspicion the person is under 18 years old despite claiming they are older Lack of engagement with healthcare services related to fear A large number of sexual partners Inappropriate language can indicate working in prostitution Cardiovascular or respiratory conditions, Dehydration and exhaustion, Infertility
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At the end of the day our heart and desire is to change lives by disrupting the cycle of human trafficking and we do that by first restoring what's been broken. Each practitioner and organization represented here will need to adopt their own agency protocol.  With that said, for victims under the age of 18 where human trafficking is suspected, DCFS should be called, and a referral should be made to a human trafficking victim service agencyfor victims over the age of 18, a referral should be made to a victim service agency.  To develop a human trafficking protocol, assess what is legally required of your agency and what are the resources of your agency. If your agency would like assistance in developing a Human Trafficking Response Protocol the following resources are available.  Or you can reach out to our team at Restoration61 for assistance.
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Carrying totes with essential items for victims in crisis situations. 
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